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& THE LESSON OF CHICAGO. ’
 ,Mhere 's no mystery about the horror at Chicago,|
~ and its lesson for other communities s written in let- |
§ ters of flame. Locked exits and the failure of an as-
~m curtain to work doubtless aggravated the mlam-i
»‘“1, but they were incidental conditions which overyl
E-mr elsewhere will say could not possibly be re-;
peated in his theatre. The bottom cause of the disaster
i ~the thing that might bring on a stmilar catastrophe
Ilﬂhcre else—was the presence of masses of Inflam-
.mable material on the stage.

£ The Iroquois was called ‘fireproof,” and the archi-
tect and owners express their amazement that such an

accident should have happened in i{t. So is a brick fur-
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person shut inside of it on a pile of burning kindling.
| [The thing that ought to be branded into the mind of
{-c'nq theatrical designer is that the chief object of fire-
§

SEN L T

proofing a theatre is not to protect the bullding, but to| ;

| ‘eave the people in it. An audience would be safer in a
 wooden building with non-combustible fittings than in
3 ‘s fireproot building with inflammable fittings.
'?i ..A stage filled with light wooden a.nd.muslln drops
‘soaked in oll Is as dangerous as a powder magazine. It
’ is '..ly to subject every bit of scenery used in a theatre
. to l fireproofing process that would mnake any such ca-
; lamity as that at Chicago impossible even if stage hands
. should be careless and asbestos curtains should stick,

i

. 'How many managers in New York have taken that

"

. precaution?

[

STARTED AT LAST.
f At last New York Is preparing to do some solid work
! for the Democratic National Convention. At the citi-
' zens' meeting yestenday an organization was effected
Iiy the appointment
headed by Mr. John D. Crimmins, with Mr. J. Edward
!, Simmons as treasurer. The Merchants' Association hasf

|

} Executive Committee,
"
3}
‘ offered to put its admirable clerical staff at the service |
t

of an

)

of the committee,
tlal progress In raising the guarantee fund, and aito- |
gether the outlook is promising. I

How much educational
among the members of the Democratic National Com-
} mitiee may be realized from the fact that even a well-
. Informed New York paper has admitied that the choice
! of this city would involve long railroad journeys for

Mr. Crimmins has reported substan-

work there {8 to be done

f the delegates. Of course, that {dea comes from looking
? at the map, without stopping to reflact that Nevada,
| with a greater arca than New York, Pennsylvania,
1 Massachusetts and Connecticut combined, sends only
% gix delegates to the convention, while those States send
‘ 192. The truth Is that the majority of the delegates
! can reach New York more easily than any other place,
' This is a fact that must be thoroughly impressed upon
_ the committee.

3 ‘I!rlmuny Nindfolded.-Another Innocent girl's life has
f been blighted by a marrlage with a blgamous scoundrel,
) We ‘'augh at the formalitlies that precede a FEuropean
L 8 wedding, hut at least they have the advantage that the

cordon of lawyers and notaries s very unlikely to be run
by a man who has a wife on the next block.

.; THE RAID ON THE CHILDREN.
i That a city with a budget of over $100,000,000 a year,

of which $23,000,000 is for schools, should have to close

18 s

i- its playgrounds, recreation centres and vacation schools
"i for lack of a couple of hundred thousand dollars is pre-
t posterous on its face, Between the Board of Estimate
' and the Board of Education the rights of children and
¢ parents alike are being wantonly sacrificed.  Comp-

:i,_ troller Grout insists that there Is plenty of room for

"{

onomy in the school budszet without cutting off these
necessary facilities, and in the face of things that seems

reasonable. We know there is waste in every other

"

there 1s some in the Board of Education. Are there no

¥ unnecessary clerks and no high-salaried superfluities to I'she discovers. thut tia clothos 1o wenrs
3 Tom had on that day |
[they went to the openlng baseball game |
or that hiy necktie is very ke that hor-

5% gerve as subjects for economy without beginning on their
"% things of most vital necessity? It looks as if the Board

of Education were trying to protect its budget by put-
" ting the things most cherished by the public in the line
3 ‘of fire, like an army shielding itself behind women and

ad

i
:
]
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" children. But wherever the blame for this unhallowed
, ’i:ut may lle, some way must be found to prevent the
threatened outrage,
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nace fireproof, but that would be small consolation to a |

¥lddueational Pahblicity” Needed —=Tlhoere I o vy oeall
? in the ecotton market for that literary lLurean of Mr
¥ Sully. If it waits much longer the thing o pecded
tb' will be an ambulance,
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THE COMING THOUSAND-FOOTER. |
The thousand-foot ship is coming fast. Hardly have
i‘s‘" become accustomed to the idea of the 730-foot Bal- |
£ fie when we are told that the White Star line has
_Wordercd a new steamer 755 feet long. More than three-
¥ aunarters of the distance to the thousand-foot limit has
Z;féh]mdy beep traversed, and we have only 245 feet more
« .
go.
Sixty-five ycears ago the world was startled by the
ppearance of the Great Westcrn, the first steamer
execeed 200 fect in length. Seven years later the
seat Britain reached 300 feet, Leaving out the abnor-
‘(Great Eastern, 680 feet long, turned out in 1858,
Mrst 400-foot ship was the Oceaniec, in 1871, In
ithe Servia touched the hi-fost mark. The Cam
8 and Lucania reached 600 feet in 1593, and the

BWe have averaged an increase of 100 feet every

or twelve years, and of late the rate of growth
8 faster, By the time we get those thousand-

3

s taat Seeretary Root has vetoed for New |
: } be some thousand-foot ships to xol
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Can a Woman
Love Two Men
at Once?

By
Nixola Greeley-Smith.

C This question, asked and answered
in all good falth by the enter
prising members of the Eclectic
several years ago, to the amazement of
conservative husbands and fathers who
read in the next day's newspapers that
the falr ladies discussing it had come to
the conclusion that women not only
could, but that they did, was revived
this week by o simllar problem present-
ed In Augustns Thomas's new play ol
“The Other Girl

Catharine Fallon, engaged to
soclety
tlons ot

AN a woman love two mey at once’

a YOoung
min, suceumbs (o the attracs

“Idt Garvey, the pugllist,
and while tarn by the conflicting feel-
Ings which the sitoation Inspires, pro-
pounds the query to a sympathetic so-
clety matron,

And yet the question is one to which
only vne answer {g possible. FPor what-
sver a4 man's capacity for dunl affection

and from the days of Adam and Eve
nand Lilith to the lates divorce in tash-
fonable soclety  his for plarat
inspiration has been pretty much the
same—n woman, if she loves at all, does
s0 with her whole mind and soul ana
body, and congequently loves hut one.

Of course there are many women,
comfortable wives and mothers though

record

they be, who have aever loved In their | g
more alarmed |
the first hint of an inciplent love
more |

lves, and who would he
at
fever in their velns than at the
easily dlagnosed symptoms of cholera
or thé black death. These women feel
for thelr husbands, If they are good to
them, a calm bovine affection that might
easlly be and sometimes iy bestowed up-
on several other more or less worthy
masculine objects at the same time,
without jeopardy to commandments or
statute hooks,

And there are other
meleon charncter who cannot be alone
with the same man more than two or

Club

women of cha-|

|

|

|
l
l

three times without beginning to (eel
that he inspires them with something
more than (riendship \Whom  these
women marey and  whether they love)

man or a Jdozen afferward 18 en-

one
tively o matter of accldent or appor-
tunity, and, though they usually regard
themselves as more than adept in
art and artlessucss of the tender pns-
sion, they renlly never experience an
feehing worthy (o be called Jove
When o woman reaily loves one man
other men, save as interesting speel
mens Lthat by careful study may Har-
nish interesting side Hghts on the char-
acter and tastes of the beloved, whlth

even for her always has its dark

cobwebby corners, do not exist

department. and there is good ground for believing lllﬂll The most entertaining man in the

world may talk to her for an hou

and

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

ind | «

fafl to interest her for o moment untily

wre Just ke those

|

rid pink thing Tom promised he would|

throw away,
hero fails o g
her unless he hummnq to suggest similn
memories and associations,

Tom unlters
whole thoughts =0 entirely
its Intluence the

I'hne handsomest matinet

et a4 sccond glance from

and pervades 4 woman's
that under
most selfish and most)

thoroughly tired girl will glve her scat|

up to the most sour old woman in o car

simply because she sayvs to herself, *You
know you would get up if it were hig
No mitter what her previous
tnows,
And, after

mother.”
calibre, he, him, his Is all she
onee she has failen in love,
all, 1t is all she needs to know,
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LOVE.
Let me but love my love without dls-
gluise,
Nor wear a mask of fashion old or
new,
r walt to speak till [ can hear a
clue,
Nor play a part to shine In others

N

oNOy,
Nor how

de
But want 1 am,

my knees to what my heart
to that let me be

And et me warship where my

[ LA ¢
| EE AT
i 8o th + and worship let
me vl
oy butl the heart's Immortal
To be completely known  and  nll
! given;
Even ax sinful sounls that come 10
heaven
So take me, love, and understand iy
vorst,
Ana pardon It, for love, because

! confessed,

And it me find in thee, my love,
my best.

[

t —~Henry Van Dyke in the Outlook,
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:The Important Mr. Pewee, the Great Little Man.

He Goes to a Masquerade Ball and Poses as the Giant Goliath,
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DRAWING THE LINE.
“Would you object to stating how vou!
made your first thousand dollars?”® ‘
the heart-to-heart Interyicwer,
YNy answered  Senator  Sorghun,
“but In discussing this matter | want

ABSURD.
“Are you s=sure” asked the captain
sald ol Industry, “that you love my daugh-
ter?
“Come, 1 say,'"”

replied the Duke,

“you're not golng to be sentimental at

vou to draw the line strictly at the
Mas ok Ll Washington Stas.

AS OLD AS ANN.
“It was a pretty old turkey that our
landlady gave us.'
“Well, you ought to respect the aged,"”
“Not when th2 aged Is tough,”
“well, how old was Iit?"

EASILY EXPLAINED.

The teacher called the bright boy up
to her desk. “Now, Homer," she sald,
“‘can you tell the class why Paul Re-
vere was 80 successful in his ride?’

‘“Becauso he dldn't start in an auto,

L

& ; o

your time of lfe, are you?'—Chicago | *“Ol enough, 1 think, to be called Lmobllo."
Bannmt-bloseld. (XNVa ) land Rieism Idosles . SXnloaso
’_‘0 ’
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responded the bright Doy~

Better Plays,
Not Cut Rates,
for Theatres.

|
1
i

SEE,” sald the Cigar Store Man, “that there’s'

a movement on foot to reduce the price of the
| best seats in the Broadway theatres to $1.50."

{ “Unless the managers put up good shows,*

'[replled the Man Higher Up, “they can't get the people
into their houses if they admit them on trading stamps

’nr cigarette coupons. New York has got beyond the

| stage where kicks are due for a difference of half &
dollar in the cost of enjoyment, but New York has
never passed and never will get to the &tage where it
will stand to put up two plunks for a shirde perform=i. '
ance.

! “The people will hang onto }he orchestra rail by, -

!their eyebrows to see first-class performers.in a firsts

| class play, but they would rather stay at home and

| play pinochle than cough up their hard-earned scads

to the Jmanpager of a theatre to have thelr intelligence

| insulted. Good plays get the money. Good plays for

Broadway are scarcer tham dollar bills tn a Salvation

| Army Christmas pot.

“Erudite critics get up and roast the managers for
this, and to some extent the managers are to blame. It
would seem that if anybody ought to be able to tell a
plece that would stand them up to the walls the man- -
-uger ought to be the man. But the manager neves |,
knows. The best of them get stung. They spend thou-
sands producing pieces that their bill-posters wouldn‘t‘(;
sit through in a box, o

“You seldom lear of failures in the powlar-prtool“
touses. The combination theatres hang out the 8. R. O. |

-

: |signs every night. The prices are cheap, but 50 centw| "

for an orchestra seat {8 as much to an east-side play-
goer as $2 is to the Broadway patron. Nearly every
play put on in the cheap places makes good, bel:lu“!

the playwrights who cater to the people give the people

lhuman nature and lay on their colors with a whitewash'.
brush. i

“Real wits on the stage can amuse; real humorists
can write stuff for the stage thut gets out to the coupom.!
holders; but what counts is the old-time propodtloa'
of virtue getting its own reward. The $2 audience lkes'
to see a play in which there is plenty of real humaw!
interest—characters that act like real people. Million=
alres and paupers have their love affairs, their heart-
aches, their ups and downs, and all for the same rea~
sons. Broadway a}ldlefnces like their representations
gilded to some extent and toned down a whole lot, bt
they will pay their money to see the villain get the
oofty-gooft and the hero get the gy-url until the cowas
come home."

“There ought to be plenty of playwrights," ventured
the Cigar Store Man.

“There are tco many playwrights,” said the Man
Higher Up. “Most of them ought to be working for the '
Street-Cleaning Department.”

CZAR’S MAGIC RING.

The Czar of Russla !s sald to be very superstitious and
{o have great confidence In relles. He wears & ring in
which he belleves is embedded a plece of the true cross.
It was originally one of the treasures of the Vatican and
was presented tuo an ancestor of the Czar for diplomatio
reasons. The value which its owner sets upon the ring
with its embedded relic ls shown by the following fact:

dome years ogo he was travelling from St, Petersburg
to Moscow when he suddenly discovered that he had for-
gotten the ring. The traln was stopped Immediately and
a special messenger sent hack Ifh an express for It, nor
would the Czar allow the train to move until, eight hours
afterward, the messenger returned with the ring.

Pointed Paragraphs.

A hair in the head is worth two In the brush,

Only the rich can afford to eat things out of season.

A woman's silence is more significant than a man's words.
According to the popular idea a philanthropist Is an easy

mark.
The kissable girl is the one who pretends she doesn't want

te be kissed.

Instead of trying to convince a woman the wise man pro-
ceeds to coax her.

A man always looks well when he is looking for another
man who owes him money, y

It's n smart woman who can make her own clothes so that
her neighbors will not suspect it,

Even If the woman of to-day did look llke the portraits in
tushion magazines she wouldn't be happy.—Chicago News,

A Polyglot Army. i
The Czar of Russla commands the greatest armed force * /
fn the world. His army consists of 1,566 battallons of “ins"
fantry, 1,253 squadrons of cavalry and 3,778 cannon. B“.”ﬁ &3

natlonality overland from Europe to China is represented
this composite-army.,
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